
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

   

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL   

 

ACCESSIBLE RETAIL (AR) 

 

Accessible Retail (AR), is the trade body which represents the retail warehouse and 

retail park sector of the retail industry. We have over 1200 members comprising 

retailers, developers, owners/investors and advisers, including most of the major 

companies active in the sector.  

 

Our sector plays a significant role in the economy and in the retail industry and many 

of our members trade across Europe and beyond. The sector accounts for a third of 

total retail spend and comprises the largest part of investment grade (prime) retail 

commercial property.  Retail parks and warehouses employ some 750,000-800,000 

people in the UK.   

 

Devolution of the local rate poundage 

Amendments to the drafting of the Non Domestic Rates (Scotland) Bill have proposed 

the devolution of control of the rate poundage to each of the local councils. Whilst I 

understand that there has been subsequent suggestions that this amendment is not 

supported by all political parties, I wish to emphasise the problems that are associated 

with such a change for our members  

 

Amongst our membership we have numerous national retailers and institutional 

landlords. Those retailers and landlords have a desire for consistency and 

predictability. Having variable and unpredictable rate poundage from each of the 

councils will affect their budgeting, financial modelling and will be an administrative 

issue. Furthermore, rightly or wrongly, it could readily be assumed that it would also 

be possible that self-governance of the rate poundage would permit a local council 

use this as an opportunity enhance their non-domestic rates revenue. I understand 

that such localization measures would also put certain rates reliefs in jeopardy. It is 

therefore clear that the devolution of the rate poundage would create added 

uncertainty and potentially increased costs for our members. In those circumstances 

of uncertainty and possible increased costs it is clear that this would have a negative 

impact on occupancy in Scotland.     

   

I would therefore invite the Parliament to remove this amendment and leave the rate 

poundage in the control of the Scottish Government.  

 

Assessor Information Notices 

The Bill also addresses the matter of Assessor Information Notices and the powers to 

be conveyed on the Assessor to collect information and to issue fines for non-

compliance.  



 

We understand the need for provision of information and we would welcome the 

improved accuracy of the rates list. However these new powers provide extremely 

punitive penalty fines of up to 1% of RV after 28 days rising to 20% of RV after another 

28 days and potentially a sum equal to rateable value for continued non-compliance. 

The timescales for the application of these fines is also very limited.  

 

Many of our members will be occupiers or owners of larger scale retail units, with 

rateable values exceeding £1m not uncommon. In that context, the penalty fines are 

extremely concerning.    

 

These information requests include detailed questions, contained over multiple pages, 

on the rent, how that rent was calculated or fixed, the repair obligations and costs, 

service charge commitments, lease length, break options, turnover details and 

physical changes that may have occurred. It is not a straightforward exercise, 

particularly when issued to organisations with multiple properties throughout Scotland.  

 

To put these proposed powers in context, I would use as an alternative example or 

benchmark the penalties associated with the Land and Building Transaction Tax which 

stipulates an initial £100 late filing penalty with this increasing by £10 daily for every 

day the return remains outstanding for a maximum of 90 days. This LBTT regime 

appears far more proportionate.  

 

I would therefore ask that the Parliament reconsider the powers conferred in relation 

to Assessor Information Notices and reconsider both the penalty charges and timing 

for implementation of these fines. 

 

 


